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Michael Press is an associate in Alston & Bird’s International Trade & Regulatory Practice Group. He has 
experience providing counsel on national security and international trade matters related to CFIUS, U.S. export 
controls, and U.S. sanctions-related issues. As he spent his first years as an attorney working in capital markets, 
he understands national security and international trade issues as they pertain to key areas of finance. Michael 
also served in the U.S. Army for five years. In 2012, he was recognized as a Presidential Management Fellow 
and worked in multiple national security-oriented departments and agencies within the U.S. government.

Representative Experience

 Conducted international trade and anticorruption/bribery due diligence on the sale of the client and 
acquisition of another company by the client, which includes reviewing trade and anticorruption/bribery 
issues in the merger agreement and disclosure schedules, leading to the successful completion of the 
transactions.

 Drafted a process on screening entities for sanctions issues uncovered during negotiations with threat actors 
that have installed ransomware on IT systems of customers of the client. This included creating guidance, 
reviewing and adding relevant clauses to customer contracts, creating a graphic of the process, and creating 
a screening information form for internal use.

 Assisted an investigation of a target company to be acquired by client regarding a corruption investigation 
of a third-party agent. Duties included conducting research of files provided by seller’s counsel regarding 
investigation, daily review of updates to document dataroom, and identifying information needed to 
ascertain the target company’s liability in the investigation.

 Drafted numerous memos regarding the impact of U.S., EU, UK sanctions targeting Russian entities and 
market sectors on client operations and business opportunities.

 Performed multiple sanctions screening of entities for clients based on updated U.S., EU, and UK sanctions 
against Russian entities.

Publications & Presentations

Publications

 “Of Robots and Rules: Autonomous Weapon Systems and the Law of War,” Georgetown Journal of Int’l Law, 
Vol. 48, No. 4, Summer 2017.

Education

 Georgetown University (J.D., 2018)

 Georgetown University (M.A., 2011)

 University of California, Riverside (B.A., 2001)



Admitted to Practice

 District of Columbia

 New York
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