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Greg Berlin is a senior associate with Alston & Bird’s Environment, Land Use & Natural Resources Group. His 
environmental litigation and regulatory practice involves some of the most significant challenges for Fortune 
500 companies in the energy, manufacturing, consumer products, and retail industries.

Greg advocates for domestic and multinational oil and gas companies in land use, environmental, and other 
civil litigation matters. He also counsels and defends companies on issues concerning emerging contaminants, 
including PFAS contamination.

Additionally, Greg has advised and defended manufacturers and retailers in over 100 California Proposition 65 
matters.

Greg earned his J.D., cum laude, from the University of California, Hastings College of Law, with a certificate in 
environmental law. He served as the executive symposium editor of the Hastings Law Journal and a judicial 
extern to the Hon. Edward M. Chen of the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California.

Representative Experience

Litigation 

 Proposition 65 counsel for the nation’s largest retail corporation and largest company worldwide by 
revenue. The company has over 10,500 stores and clubs in 24 countries.

 Counsel for one of North America’s largest food companies, defending the company in all Proposition 65 
cases.

 Defending a real estate developer in a mass tort action involving more than 150 plaintiffs asserting personal 
injuries and property damage arising from alleged releases of hazardous particulates during construction.

 Defending a real estate developer in a putative class action by over 9,500 community members seeking 
personal injury and property damage from the alleged failure to disclose the presence of radioactive 
substances at a former naval shipyard that is the subject of San Francisco’s largest development project in 
a century.

 Representing a Fortune 100 multinational oil and gas corporation and one of the largest public companies 
worldwide in legal challenges to California’s de facto ban on well stimulation treatment operations.

 Representing a trade association of petroleum exploration, production, refining, and transportation 
companies in California Environmental Quality Act challenges to anti-oil and gas provisions in the Ventura 
County General Plan Update.

 Representing oil and gas exploration and production companies in legal challenges to the City of Los Angeles 
Oil and Gas Drilling Ordinance, which immediately bans new oil and gas extraction activities and requires 
the removal of existing operations after an amortization period.



 Defended one of the world’s largest private sector energy companies against lawsuits brought by multiple 
California municipalities, alleging claims for public and private nuisance, product liability, and deceptive 
sales – attempting to shift liability for national and international climate change policy choices onto energy 
producers. The client was dismissed from the lawsuits with prejudice.

 Obtained summary judgment on behalf of a real estate developer in litigation challenging the County of 
Orange’s decision to approve two mixed-use projects (commercial and residential) valued at over $4 billion 
on portions of the former Marine Corps Air Station El Toro now owned by the County and located within 
the City of Irvine.

 Represented a mining company in the adjudication of the Antelope Valley Groundwater Basin, the largest 
groundwater pumping rights case in California history.

 Obtained summary judgment on behalf of the petitioner in California Environmental Quality Act, National 
Environmental Policy Act, and Endangered Species Act citizen suit challenges to a controversial long-term 
water transfer program.

 Represented the intervenor-defendants in Endangered Species Act citizen suit challenges to the biological 
opinions for two endangered species in a multibillion-dollar water infrastructure project.

Regulatory Compliance and Due Diligence

 Conducted an internal investigation of a national specialty equipment manufacturer’s prior usage of PFAS-
containing products on privately and publicly owned properties in multiple states.

 Providing strategic counseling to numerous textile and consumer product manufacturers on compliance 
with various state bans on the sale of clothing, textiles, and consumer products containing “intentionally 
added PFAS.”

 Counseling food and beverage companies on a patchwork of state laws banning the sale of food packaging 
with “intentionally added PFAS.”

 Counseling dozens of companies on Proposition 65 compliance, including development of test protocols, 
analysis and drafting of supply chain agreements, and developing compliance strategies.

 Counseled a federally recognized American Indian tribe on the sale of carbon offset credits.

 Conducted environmental due diligence on behalf of a renewable energy company in a biogas development 
project in San Diego.

 Performed environmental due diligence on behalf of a pharmaceutical company in a cross-border 
acquisition.

Pro Bono

 Lead appellate counsel in an unlawful detainer action resulting in a published decision, holding that the 
failure to obtain and display a certificate of occupancy for an illegal dwelling unit provides a complete 
affirmative defense to an unlawful detainer action.

 Represented an indigent client in a Section 1983 civil rights lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the Northern 
District of California against a California municipality relating to an unlawful nuisance abatement and the 
taking of the client’s property. The case settled on favorable terms.

Publications & Presentations

Publications

 “Preparation for EPA Regulation of PFAS Starts Now,” Law360, February 23, 2023.



 “EPA's New PFAS Listings Raise Enforcement, Litigation Risks,” Law360, June 28, 2022.

 “Enviro Assessment Rule May Help Lower Buyers’ PFAS Risks,” Law360, April 29, 2022.

 “EPA Gets Serious on PFAS, Plans to Remove De Minimis Exemption,” Bloomberg Law, April 14, 2022.

 “DOI Report Is Bad for Both Climate and Oil, Gas Interests,” Law360, December 16, 2021.

 “Infrastructure Law Gears $10 Billion to Fight PFAS in Water,” Bloomberg Law, December 3, 2021.

 “How PFAS Action Act Could Complicate Superfund Cleanups,” Law360, September 7, 2021.

 “SoCal Air District Adopts First-of-Its-Kind ‘Indirect Source Rule’,” The Daily Journal, June 7, 2021.

 “Water Board Issues PFAS Investigative Orders to Refineries and Bulk Fuel Storage Terminals,” The Recorder, 
April 26, 2021.

 “Governor Newsom Issues Order Seeking to End New Fracking Permits,” Daily Journal, October 6, 2020.

 “California Gets Even More Aggressive on PFAS,” The Recorder, September 23, 2020.

 “From Pandemic to Martial Law? A Look at California and the US,” The Recorder, August 7, 2020.

 “New Study Finds PFOA Is Carcinogenic: What Are the California Proposition 65 Implications?” The Recorder, 
July 24, 2020.

 “INSIGHT: States Urge EPA to Be More Aggressive on PFAS Under TSCA,” Bloomberg Law, May 27, 2020.

 “INSIGHT: Congress Confronts PFAS in National Defense Authorization Act—What You Need to Know,” 
Bloomberg Law, March 20, 2020.

Presentations

 “PFAS Liability Management,” 35th Annual Environmental Spring Symposium, Los Angeles, CA, April 28, 
2023.

 “Food and Food Contact Safety: Evolving Environmental Challenges,” FDLI’s Virtual Law Over Lunch: July, 
July 21, 2022.

 “Implications, Risks and Liabilities That Could Result From the EPA Broadening and Accelerating the Cleanup 
of PFAS Contamination of Drinking Water Sources,” 23rd Annual AGWT–AGWA California Groundwater 
Conference, Lakewood, CA, March 29-30, 2022.

Professional & Community Engagement

 Los Angeles County Bar Association (LACBA) Environmental Law Section, Executive Committee 

 California Building Industry Association, Government Affairs Committee; Legal Action Committee 

 Environmental Law Institute, Emerging Leaders Initiative 

 California Lawyers Association, Environmental Law Section 

 AIDS Legal Referral Panel, board of directors (2019 – 2022) 

Education

 University of California, Hastings College of the Law (J.D., 2016)

 The New School (B.A., 2013)

Admitted to Practice

 California
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